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Site Background & History 

The site was being developed for an academy 
with associated infrastructure. The proposed 
academy development is shown in Figure 1 
below.  

The site was historically part of a residential 
development with associated garden areas. 
Housing remained in the study area until around 
1937 to 1951 when the area was cleared (most 
probably due to the outcome of war hostilities).  

By 1962 the northern area of the site was used 
as a park / garden area. Residential tower 
blocks were constructed during the late 1960s 
and 1970s.  

The latest maps (2001 – 2006) show that the 
residential tower blocks have been removed - 
since then the site has been used as a 
contractor’s storage compound.  

Site investigations carried out in 2015 by Sladen 
Associates identified potential “hot spot” areas 
contaminated with Total Petroleum 
Hydrocarbons [TPH] and asbestos. The 
proposed development required a significant 
‘cut and fill’ element with up to 6000 tonnes of 
soil destined for offsite disposal as INERT 
waste.  

Figure 1 – The Proposed Academy 

 

Envirotreat Technologies [Envirotreat] was 
engaged by Thomas Vale Construction to 
prepare a Remediation Strategy and Method 
Statement for submission to Coventry City 
Council [CCC] to address and discharge the 
pre-commencement planning condition.  

The remediation strategy was subsequently 
agreed by CCC prior to the commencement of 
the works. 

This strategy comprised of a ‘watching brief’ for 
the duration of the ‘cut and fill’ element of the 
enabling works. Envirotreat were required to 
assess the suitability of excavated soils for off 
site disposal and / or re-use on site. The prime 
driver was to ensure that the soils were 
effectively managed on-site and that the offsite 
disposal costs were effectively controlled 
(ensuring that all soils were classified as inert for 
offsite disposal purposes).  

Envirotreat worked closely with the 
groundworks contractor on site to deliver the 
project aims. Envirotreat also monitored all 
excavation works for visual evidence of 
contamination (in particular asbestos).  
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A Discovery Strategy was implemented 
throughout the enabling works (this formed part 
of the agreed remediation strategy). The 
Discovery Strategy was designed to address 
contamination ‘not previously identified’ and 
included the provision of a quarantine process if 
required. No unexpected contamination was 
encountered during the ‘cut and fill’ works. 

Envirotreat carried out verification sampling in 
accordance with the requirements of the agreed 
remediation and discovery strategies for the 
duration of the excavation works and for the 
subsequent drainage and foundation excavation 
works. This was carried out on a 5m grid pattern 
across the site to confirm the suitability of the 
excavated soils for (a) offsite disposal as INERT 
waste and (b) re-use on site where appropriate. 

The initial excavations (‘cut’) is shown in Figure 
2 below. 

Figure 2: Initial Excavation Works 

 

The reuse of suitable excavated soils is shown 
in Figure 3 below. 

Figure 3 – Re-use of Suitable Excavated Soils  

 

Validation and Verification 

Representative soil samples were tested for 
both total concentrations and for compliance 
with inert Waste Acceptance Criteria [WAC].  

Sample analyses confirmed that all soils 
removed from site were inert (both in terms of 
total concentrations and WAC). All soils were 
disposed of as inert at local landfill repositories. 

Envirotreat produced a Validation / Verification 
Report on completion to confirm compliance 
with the agreed remediation strategy. This 
enables the post-completion planning condition 
to be discharged and enabled the academy 
development to proceed.  

The Sidney Stringer Academy is shown in 
Figure 4 below. 
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Figure 4 – Sidney Stringer Academy 

 

 

 


